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[image: TV_Ad][image: Image result for 1950s suburbs]The postwar era witnessed tremendous economic growth and rising social contentment and conformity. Yet in the midst of such increasing affluence and comfortable domesticity, social critics expressed a growing sense of unease with American culture in the 1950s.
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Recall Warm-Up
Read the paragraph and analyze the images above to jog your memory. Describe the major economic, social, and political issues from this era.

	Economic
	Social
	Political

	
	
	


1950s PROSPERITY
Need to Know Terms/People
1. Baby Boom- An increase in population by almost 30 million people after WWII in the U.S. This spurred a growth in suburbs and three to four children families (nuclear family with well defined gender roles).
2. GI Bill (Servicemen's Readjustment Act of 1944)- Law passed in 1944 to help returning veterans buy homes and pay for higher education
3. Conformity- Change in belief or behavior in order to fit in with a majority group
4. Consumerism- Large-scale buying, on credit. (TV, Cars) (Middle Class) (Service Jobs) (White Collar)
5. Interstate Highway Act-Signed by President Eisenhower in 1956, law that authorized the spending of $32 billion to build 41,000 miles of highway
6. Prosperity- Successful, flourishing, or thriving condition- especially financially 
7. Elvis Presley- White singer born in 1935 in Tupelo, Mississippi; chief revolutionary of popular music in the 1950s, fused black rhythm and blues with white bluegrass and country styles; created a new musical idiom known forever after as rock and roll
8. Sitcoms- A genre of comedy centered on a fixed set of characters who carry over from episode to episode
9. Polio Vaccine- Developed by Jonas Salk and came into use in 1955, acquired immunity used to prevent the polio virus (reduced the number of cases reported each year worldwide from an estimated 350,000 in 1988 to 37 in 2016) 
10. In God We Trust- The growth of religious institutions throughout 1950s US, President Eisenhower declared must appear on American currency in 1956


“Culture War”
Compare and contrast the 1920s and 1950s by bullet-pointing economic, social, and political issues that divided Americans during both decades in the Venn Diagram below (example: Flappers).

1920s									                 	         1950s
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1950s PROSPERITY
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What type of political activity is described in this scenario?
Protesting

Boycotting

T o m

Lobbying

Recalling

21 Which of these is an effect rock and roll had on society in the United States in the 1950s?

It reminded people of prewar days.
It contributed to a cultural divide between generations.

It increased the fear of communist expansion.

o 0w »

It promoted values learned during times of economic hardship.

22 During the 19205, what was one result of innovations in U.S. transportation technology?

F Commercial airplanes replaced ocean liners as the primary means of travel to Europe.
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Trends of the 1950s

« Expansion of the middle class

« Development of the interstate
system

« Growth of suburbs

The trends in this list all occurred as a result of —
an increase in immigration after World War 1T
the creation of the Department of Housing and Urban Development
reductions in peacetime defense spending

economic prosperity following World War IT

42 Which of the following occurred between 1865 and 1900 as a result of the rapid
industrialization of the United States?

F Social and economic class divisions began to disappear.
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STAAR-EOC-TestUSHistory (2).pdf

Congress passed a law requiring all public lands to be sold at auction.

Congress passed a law allowing people to claim public land and convert it to private
property through homesteading.

Speculators bought large parcels of land and then built factory towns to attract new
immigrants.

Native Americans sold most of their tribal lands directly to railroad companies.

During the 19505 the federal government funded educational initiatives in math and science
in response to —

the development of the ENIAC computer

the successful launch of the first artificial satellte

A
B the announcement of international education guidelines
c
D

the discovery of new chemical elements

66 How did the Zimmermann telegram influence U.S. entry into World War 12

F Itannounced the czar’s overthrow in Russia.
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What is the best ttle for this cartoon?
F Causes and Effects of Economic Prosperity in the 19505

G Strengths and Weaknesses of Government Economic Policy in the 19605
H Reasons for Government Economic Planning in the 19705

3 Major Sources of Consumer Debt in the 1980s
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