


Big Question

How have events in the
Middle East changed U.S.
foreign policies?






George H. W. Bush (1989-1993)




Persian Gulf War (1990-1991)
War waged coalition forces from 35 nations

led by US against Iraq (Saddam Hussein)
invasion and annexation of Kuwait.

*Combat phase (Operation Desert Storm)

*Ceasefire 100 hours after ground campaign
**Video Game War”

*Victory for coalition forces



WHAT ABOUT
KUWAIT' S
GEOGRAPHICAL
LOCATION WOULD
APPEAL TO IRAQ?

ITS STRATEGIC
LOCATION ON THE
PERSIAN GULF
WHICH IS THE OIL
“HIGHWAY” OF THE
MIDDLE EAST

Arabian Sea




BACKGROUND TO CONFLICT

* IRAQ NEARLY BANKRUPT:

* IN DEBT TO KUWAIT WHO
FINANCED WAR AGAINST IRAN

* IRAQ CONSIDERED KUWAIT AN
IRAQI PROVINCE

o ACCUSED KUWAIT OF “SLANT-
DRILLING” INTO IRAQI OIL
FIELDS




U.S. RELATIONSHIP WITH IRAQ

* GENERALLY STABLE, BUT U.S. HAD SEVERAL CONCERNS:
* IRAQ WAS AN ALLY OF THE USSR
* IRAQ WAS CRITICAL OF ISRAEL
* IRAQ SUPPORTED SEVERAL ISLAMIC TERRORIST GROUPS

« SADDAM BELIEVED THE U.S., SAUDI ARABIA, & KUWAIT WERE CONSPIRING
AGAINST IRAQ’ S ECONOMY




THE INVASION

* AUGUST 2, 1990 - IRAQ
ATTACKS & OCCUPIES
KUWAIT

* IRAQI MILITARY COMMITS
ABUSES

* IRAQ ANNEXES KUWAIT

* IRAQI FORCES MOVE
TOWARD THE BORDER OF
SAUDI ARABIA, A U.S. ALLY
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ENTER THE UNITED NATIONS

* U.N. CONDEMNS THE
INVASION:

* DEMANDS IRAQ WITHDRAW BY
1-15-91

* PLACES ECONOMIC SANCTIONS
ON IRAQ

* AUTHORIZES THE USE OF FORCE




BUILDING A COALITION

* U.S. ASSEMBLES A COALITION (TEMPORARY ALLIANCE) OF
OVER 30 NATIONS TO OPPOSE IRAQ:

* SOME CONTRIBUTE MILITARY FORCE OTHERS GIVE $

* INCLUDES SOME ARAB COUNTRIES



* VIOLATION OF KUWAIT SOVEREIGNTY

*SUPPORT FOR SAUDI ARABIA (U.S. ALLY
& KEY SUPPLIER OF OIL**)

*HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES

*IRAQ HAD:
* BIOLOGICAL AND CHEMICAL WEAPONS

* A NUCLEAR WEAPONS DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAM



U.S. LEADERS

I
L

7
CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT GENERAL “STORMIN’”
CHIEFS COLIN POWELL NORMAN SCHWARZKOPE




THE COALITION STRIKES BACK

* IRAQ DOES NOT WITHDRAW BY THE
ULTIMATUM DATE OF 1-15-91

* ON 1-17-91 THE COALITION BEGAN
MASSIVE OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS
AGAINST IRAQ:

*CODE NAMED
OPERATION
DESERT STORM




Operation Desert Storm







STRIKE FROM THE SKY!

* COALITION LAUNCHED
MASSIVE AIR CAMPAIGN
AGAINST IRAQ:

* DESTROYED IRAQI RADAR &
AIRFIELDS

* BOMBED IRAQI CAPITAL OF
BAGHDAD

* DESTROYED DAMS AND
ELECTRICAL PLANTS

* MANY CIVILIAN CASUALTIES
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U.S. NAVY JOINED THE AIR ATTACKS

CARRIER AIR STRIKES



STEALTH ATTACKS

STEALTH TECHNOLOGY
AIRCRAFT

WERE USED FOR THE
FIRST TIME IN COMBAT

BAGHDAD UNDER NIGHT
STEALTH ATTACK




PATRIOT AIR DEFENSE MISSILES
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POWSs

* IRAQIS SHOT DOWN MANY
COALITION AIRCRAFT

* POWs WERE OFTEN
MISTREATED

* SOME WERE SHOWN ON
IRAQI TELEVISION & FORCED
TO READ STATEMENTS
CRITICAL OF THE WAR




GROUND ASSAULT!

* COALITION LAUNCHES
MASSIVE ATTACK INTO IRAQ
ON 2-24-91

* IRAQI TANKS & TROOPS NO
MATCH FOR COALITION

* IRAQIS SUFFER HUGE LOSSES

* COALITION FORCES MOVE TO
SURROUND IRAQI FORCES IN
KUWAIT
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HIGHWAY of DEATH

IRAQI FORCES TRYING TO ESCAPE FROM KUWAIT
WERE SLAUGHTERED BY COALITION AIRPOWER







"EVEN IN VIETNAM | DIDN'T SEE ANYTHING LIKE THIS. IT'S PATHETIC." # /7% 367 A% (e VP
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ARMY INTELLIGENCE OFFICER




IRAQI VENGEANCE

* RETREATING IRAQIS LEFT
BEHIND AN
ENVIRONMENTAL
NIGHTMARE:

* SET OIL WELLS ON

FIRE

* DUMPED OIL INTO
THE PERSIAN GULF




THE FIGHTING ENDS

* 100 HOURS AFTER THE
GROUND ATTACK BEGAN
PRESIDENT BUSH
DECLARED A CEASE-FIRE

* LESS THAN 300
AMERICANS KILLED




GULF WAR CONTROVERSIES

« “HIGHWAY OF DEATH” ATTACKS TOO HARSH?

* ERROR TO ALLOW SADDAM TO REMAIN IN POWER?
* BEYOND SCOPE OF U.N. MANDATE
* COALITION WOULD HAVE LOST MEMBERS
* WOULD HAVE REQUIRED LONG-TERM OCCUPATION OF IRAQ

* FAILURE OF COALITION TO PROTECT IRAQ’ S KURDISH
POPULATION FROM SADDAM’ S REVENGE AFTER THE WAR

* RETURNING COALITION SOLDIERS REPORTED ILLNESSES
AFTER THE WAR:

* CALLED GULF WAR SYNDROME



RESULTS

* KUWAIT LIBERATED

* RETURNING SOLDIERS GREETED POSITIVELY (UNLIKE
VIETNAM)

« “FEEL GOOD” WAR FOR AMERICANS:
* TO SOME EXTENT ERASED THE GHOSTS OF VIETNAM
« AMERICAN TECHNOLOGY WORKED (MOSTLY)
* WAS QUICK AND COST FEW U.S. LIVES

* CONSEQUENCES FOR IRAQ:
* IRAQI NO-FLY ZONES ESTABLISHED
* GREAT PHYSICAL DAMAGE
* ECONOMIC SANCTIONS IMPOSED
* U.N. SPONSERED WEAPONS INSPECTIONS

* INCREASED ISLAMIC EXTREMISM:

* ESPECIALLY AGAINST SAUDI ARABIA (VIEWED AS BEING ON SAME
SIDE AS ISRAEL AND TOO CLOSE TO U.S.)



Bill Cli nton (1993- 2001)




ELECTORAL VOTI
TOTAL: 538
MINOR 127
1,221,684

4

TOTAL: 104,600,364







Bill Clinton (1993-2001)

*Democrat (defeated Rep. George H.W. Bush)
*Longest period of peacetime economic
expansion in US history (budget surplus)
*Signed into law NAFTA

*Impeached by House of Rep. for perjury and
obstruction of justice/acquitted by the Senate
in 1999 and allowed to complete his term in
office.
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NAFTA (1994)

*North American Free Trade Agreement:
Treaty between Canada, Mexico, + US
allowing for free trade (eliminates tariffs and
increases investment opportunities)

NORTH AMERICAN
TRADE AGREEM



Flow of trade between NAFTA partners

Bilions of dollars worth of goods move sach day between the United States and its
nesghbors - far more than when NAFTA want into effect In 19594
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George W. Bush




September 11, 2001 Attacks (9/11)

*Four coordinated terrorist attacks by Islamic

terrorist group al-Qaeda (Osama bin Laden)= War
on Terror

* Attacks killed 2,996 people, injured over 6,000.

*Caused at least $10 billion in infrastructure and
property damages
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USA Patriot Act (2001)

*Signed into law by President George W. Bush in 2001 in
response to 9/11 attacks

*Federal legislation to strengthen security
and national defense (FBI can search phone,
e-mail, and financial records without court

order)
*Constitutional???? 4t Amendment???

e 3
On May 26, 2011, President Barack Obama signed the PATRIOT Sunsets Extension Act of 2011, a four-year extension of

three key provisions in the Act: roving wiretaps, searches of business records, and conducting surveillance of "lone wolves" —
individuals suspected of terrorist-related activities not linked to terrorist groups



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barack_Obama
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roving_wiretap
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Section_215
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National Security Letters [NSLs)
are issued by FBIl agents, without a
judge’'s approval, to obtain personal

information...
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War on Terror

*International military campaign after 9/11
attacks in 2001 to counter terrorism

*George W. Bush stated, "Our enemy is a
radical network of terrorists and every
government that supports them."









Iraq War (2003- 2011)
*Invasion of Iraq by a US led coalition that

overthrew gov. of Saddam Hussein (WMDs)

*The conflict continued for much of the next decade as an insurgency emerged to oppose the occupying forces and the post-
invasion Iraqi government.

"An estimated 151,000 to 600,000 or more lIraqis were killed in the first 3—4 years of conflict.

*The Bush administration based its rationale for the war principally on the assertion that Irag, which had been viewed by the
U.S. as a rogue state since the Persian Gulf War, possessed weapons of mass destruction (WMDs) and that the Iraqi
government posed an immediate threat to the United States and its coalition allies. Select U.S. officials accused Saddam of
harbouring and supporting al-Qaeda, while others cited the desire to end a repressive dictatorship and bring democracy to
the people of Iraq. After the invasion, no substantial evidence was found to verify the initial claims about WMDs, while claims

of Iragi officials collaborating with al-Qaeda were proven false.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iraqi_insurgency_(2003%E2%80%9311)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Multi-National_Force_%E2%80%93_Iraq
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Casualties_of_the_Iraq_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_W._Bush_Administration
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rationale_for_the_Iraq_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rogue_state
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Persian_Gulf_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Weapons_of_mass_destruction
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Al-Qaeda
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saddam_Hussein_and_al-Qaeda_link_allegations
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HUSSEIN CAUGHT IN MAKESHIFT HIDE-OUT;
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George W, Bush's Job Approval Ratings Trend
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War in Afghanistan (2001- 2018)
*2001 coalition (US led) invasion to dismantle
al-Qaeda (longest war in US history)

*Following the September 11 attacks in 2001 on the U.S., which

President George W. Bush blamed on Osama bin Laden who was living
or hiding in Afghanistan, President Bush demanded that the Taliban
hand over Osama bin Laden and expel al-Qaeda; bin Laden had
already been wanted by the U.S. since 1998.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/September_11_attacks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_W._Bush
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Osama_bin_Laden
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Al-Qaeda
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Hurricane Katrina (2005)

*Huge failures of the levees and flood walls
protecting New Orleans, Louisiana caused
flooding in 80% of city

*Tied with Hurricane Harvey as the costliest tropical cyclone
on record.

*The criticisms of the government's response to Hurricane Katrina primarily consisted of criticism
of mismanagement and lack of leadership in the relief efforts in response to the storm and its aftermath. More
specifically, the criticism focused on the delayed response to the flooding of New Orleans, and the subsequent

state of chaos in the city



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Administrative_incompetence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leadership




FEMA
(Federal Emergency Management Agency)

FEMA




New Orleans Levees
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Barack Obama (2009- 2017)




Barack Obama (2009- 2017)
*First African American US President (elected

in 2008)- Democrat

*Support liberal programs such as Affordable Care Act,
DACA, climate change policies

*Foreign Policy- increased US troops in Afghanistan, ended
military involvement in Iraq War, ordered military operation
that resulted in the death of Osama bin Laden



2008 presidential election

Republican

John McCain
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