
Animal Farm: Propaganda Poster Project
What is Propaganda? 
· the deliberate spreading of information/rumors to further one person’s or group’s cause
· used for positive and negative causes
· may use both language and images to convey its messages
· uses emotional manipulation, rather than rational argumentation, to influence
· may have revealed (obvious) or concealed (hidden) objectives
Background 
· Through his novel, Animal Farm, George Orwell was able to convey the ruthless use of propaganda by political leaders. He effectively demonstrated several propaganda techniques that were and are still commonly used in societies ruled by dictators, and wrote about them in a way that made it easier for the reader to understand and analyze that form of propaganda and how it is performed. Orwell showed how the working class were foolish and believed what the propagandist said too easily, while also showing the immoral propagandist who twisted the truth to get what they wanted. 

· Propaganda was used extensively during the Russian Revolution, and this was in order to keep the public supportive of the Communist Party and their actions. It was also relatively easy for Stalin and the Communist Party to use propaganda due to their totalitarian dictatorship which meant that they already had great control over mass communication. When persuading the uneducated people of Russia, the Communist Party used stories, simple slogans, half-truths and sometimes outright lies to persuade those who would believe anything due to their inability to understand complex arguments. 

8 Common Propaganda Techniques

name-calling/pin-pointing the enemy: linking negative words or phrases with an opposing person, group, or cause to persuade an audience to reject something, based on emotional response to words rather than on careful consideration of facts. Presenting a common enemy to be for everything!
glittering generalities: linking positive, general, and commonly accepted words (“love,” “family,” “democracy”) with a person, group, or cause to make an audience approve without careful consideration
euphemisms: substituting words or phrases with softer, more palatable ones to generate a more positive response or to mislead intentionally (“senior citizen” for “old person,” “collateral damage” for “civilian casualties”) (Note: euphemisms are looked at more closely in Lesson Nine.)
transfer: connecting the authority or prestige of certain images or symbols (the American flag, the cross, science, medicine) with a person or product
testimonial: using well-known personalities to endorse a person, group, or cause whether experts on the subject or not
plain folks: trying to convince an audience that someone is “one of them”—a common, ordinary, hard-working, all-American citizen instead of a wealthy politician, for example
bandwagon: claiming that an audience should do something because “everybody else is doing it”
fear: warning an audience that something horrible will happen to them if they don’t take certain action
Project Big Question
With the vast examples of propaganda techniques provided in the novel Animal Farm, how are autocrat leaders able to maintain absolute control over the people?

Assignment Instructions (For help visit: http://kittychow-animalfarm.weebly.com/propaganda.html)
Part 1: Choose between Napoleon or Snowball. On 3/4ths of the paper’s front side, create a poster promoting the political campaign of that character. Your poster must use at least two of the 8 common propaganda techniques from the list above. Posters should reflect the windmill building campaign on the farm before Snowball’s expulsion. Answer the five questions listed at the bottom on the front side’s remaining space.
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Part 2: One 3/4ths of the paper’s back side, create a SIMILAR campaign poster for the REAL historical person your Animal Farm character represents. Your poster should use the same basic ideas and propaganda techniques as the front side of your paper BUT this time depict what that specific individual would have really wanted during the Russian Revolution. Answer the five questions listed at the bottom on the remaining space.
1. What is the purpose of the poster?
2. Who is the intended audience?
3. Which propaganda techniques are evident?
4. Which emotions are appealed to?
5. Is the message given in a truthful, responsible, and ethical way? Why or why not?
*Note: You can copy and paste pictures from the internet as long as it is not ONE GIANT photo that takes up the ENTIRE poster.
Rubric
	CATEGORY 
	5 
	4
	3
	2  - 1

	Required Elements 
	Project includes all required elements as well as a few additional elements. 
	Project includes all required elements and one additional element. 
	Project includes all required elements. 
	One or more required elements is missing from the project. 

	Content - Accuracy 
	All facts are accurate. 
All questions are answered.
	99-90% of the facts in are accurate. 
	89-80% of the facts in are accurate. 
	Fewer than 80% of the facts are accurate. 

	Organization 
	All information is organized appropriately.  
	Most information is organized appropriately.  
	Some information is organized appropriately.  
	Organization of material is confusing to the reader. 

	Clarity, Neatness, Size of Display
	Project is easy to read and all elements are clearly written and drawn.
	Project is easy to read and most elements are clearly written and drawn.
	Project is somewhat easy to read and some elements are clearly written and drawn. 
	Project is hard to read and few elements are clearly written and drawn. 

	Creativity 
	Project shows a high level of creativity (completely colored, pictures pasted neatly, all space is filled)
	Project shows a good degree of creativity 
	Project is lacking in creativity (no color, little to no variety) 
	Project has no or incomplete illustrations 


Project Format Guideline (DO NOT DO YOUR PROJECT ON THIS GUIDELINE)
Front Side


Back Side
Animal House Propaganda Campaign Poster


*Completely illustrated! 
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Soviet Union Propaganda Campaign Poster


*Completely illustrated!
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