Ronald Reagan Homework (1980s)

PART 1: Reagans “Star Wars” T.V. Speech (Defense Spending)
[image: ]The defense policy of the United States is based on a simple premise: The United States does not start fights. We will never be an aggressor. We maintain our strength in order to deter and defend against aggression - to preserve freedom and peace.

Since the dawn of the atomic age, we have sought to reduce the risk of war by maintaining a strong deterrent and by seeking genuine arms control. Deterrence means simply this: Making sure any adversary (enemy) who thinks about attacking the United States or our allies or our vital interests concludes that the risks to him outweigh any potential gains. Once he understands that, he won't attack. We maintain the peace through our strength; weakness only invites aggression.

…Every item in our defense program - our ships, our tanks, our planes, our funds for training and spare parts - is intended for one all-important purpose - to keep the peace. Unfortunately, a decade of neglecting our military forces had called into question our ability to do that.

Meeting a Crisis When I took office in January 1981, I was appalled by what I found: American planes that couldn't fly and American ships that couldn't sail for lack of spare parts and trained personnel and insufficient fuel and ammunition for essential training…

There was a real question, then, about how well we could meet a crisis. And it was obvious that we had to begin a major modernization program to insure we could deter aggression and preserve the peace in the years ahead.
	-	President Ronald Reagan (March 23, 1983)

Source:
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Significance:
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PART 2: Reaganomics (Tickle Down Economics)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Describe President Reagan’s domestic policies (think “New Right” and Conservative Resurgence) in the box below and then answer the STAAR question.
[image: ]President Reagan’s Domestic Policies:
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[image: ][image: ][image: ]PART 3: Iran-Contra Affair Objects:

People:

Time/Title: 

Inferences: Because I see __________________, I can infer…



Conclusion: The most important thing in this poster is ______________ because it sends the message that…
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1944 poster was produced most

ely in response to the —

F growing demand for equal pay for equal work

G growing demand for personnel to support the war effort
H_ lack of women with the skills necessary to join the labor force
3 lack of women able to serve in combat

29 How did President Ronald Reagan’s administrat
Congress cut funding for military aid?

n support Contra rebels in Nicaragua after

A By secretly selling weapons to Iran in order to raise funds
B By confiscating funds seized in drug raids

C By implementing a sin tax on luxury items
D

By collecting tariffs on oil imports from Saudi Arabia
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‘Speaker 1: A continuing proliferation of weapons will result in global war.
Speaker 2: Conventional arms are more important than advanced technology.
Speaker 3: The military draft is essential for combat preparedness.

Speaker 4: Increased defensive strength will discourage aggression by others.

Which speaker would most likely agree with President Ronald Reagan’s national security
policies?

F Speaker 1

G Speaker 2
H

Speaker 3

Speaker 4
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Which group of people most likely inspired the creation of this 1893 cartoon?

F  Union leaders H P

ical bosses

G Philanthropists 3 Nativists

53 The policy objectives of Reaganomics were based on the theory that —

borrowing from foreign countries would help cover the costs of domestic programs

significant increases in government spending would help reduce unemployment

broad tax cuts and financial deregulation would promote economic expansion

reducing trade barriers would result in a budget surplus
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A few months ago 1 told the American people 1 did not trade arms for
hostages. My heart and my best intentions still tell me that's true, but the
facts and evidence tell me it is not.

—President Ronald Reagan, address to the nation, March 4, 1987

In this excerpt, President Reagan is referring to what would become known as —

the Iran-Contra affair
the Watergate scandal
the Plame affair

the Whitewater controversy





